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SHANTUNG CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

American Preshyterian, English Baptist, Anglican, and Canadian Presbyterian mis-

sion agencies worked together to form what came ta be known as Shantung Christian
University (now simply Shandong Universityl. The university’s earliest roats went
back to Tengchow College, which was established by American Presbyterians in
1882 with Calvin Mateer as its leader, In 1902 the Presbyterians ane English Baptists
agreed to combine their efforts in higher education in Shantung, forming an Arts
College at Weihsien, a Theological College at Tsingchowiu, and a Medical College,
which was eventually established in Tsinan (now Jinan).

By 1909 it hael been determined that the university should be consolidated in one

lacation, and Tsinan was chosen. Fundraising efforts for a new campus in Tsinan

were led by Henry W. Luce, .II1(||1iI-l.' Chicago architectural firm of Perkins, Fellows |

and Hamilton was engaged to design the buildings. Luce was a very effective
fundraiser but he did not see eye-to-eye with the president of the University regarding

the manner in which the funds should be spent. He resigned from Shantung rather
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unexpectedly in 1917 and went on 1o do successiul fundraising for Yenching University.

Cheeloo, as the Shantung Christian University was called informally (and as it is knowwn today), was renowned for its medical
education program. Even before the main campus was ready, plans for a hospital were drawn up and building operations
begun in 1914, under guidance of Harold Balme. Between 1916 and 1923 the former Peking Union Medical College, the
Medical Department of Nanking University, the Hankow Medical College, and the Narth China Union Medical College for
Women all were moved to Tsinan, the five schools combining to form the Cheeloo University School of Medicine. In 1917,
the College of Arts and Science moved from Weihsien and the College of Thealogy and the Normal School from Tsingchow(u
to occupy the new campus al Tsinan. The campus was on the south side of the city wall, separated by the wall fram the

huildings of the School of Medicine.

lhee center of the campus was the setting for university events that helped to foster the sense of school spiril that was a
, 1928 reports, for

dlistinctive characteristic of the Christian universities in China. The Cheeloo Weekly Bulletin tor lan. 7
example: “Another innovation In Cheeloo customs which may well become permanent tweather permilling!) was the New
Year's Day celebration in the centre of the campus between McCormick Hall and the Chapel. A poodly number of students

and facully gathered in a large circle around the flag-pole at

nine o'clock New Year's maorning for a shonl meeting.

The program consisted of a hymn; the raising of the flag; a
selection by the University Band; a short speech by Dr, Peter
Kiang: an ade written for the occasion and read by one of the
women students; and a “community bow' — everyone bow-

ing three times to the flag.”

During the Sino-Japanese War, the work of Shantuny Chris-
tian University was primarily carried on in Chengtu, on the
campus of West China Union University, The hospital
remained open in Tsinan with a largely Western stafl and the
College of Thealogy, Nursing School, and Rural Institute
remainec in operation until Pearl Harbor, The enlire campus

was used as a hospital by the lapanese during the War,

housing 1,200 patients as well as 600 officers.

In the summer of 1952 the College of Medicine was merged
with the Shantung Provincial Medical College and the result-
ing Shantung Medical Callege occupied the entire campus.
The Callepe of Science was merged with the new Maticnal
Liniversily in Manking while the College of Thealogy joined

Manking Theological Seminary.

The medical college and hospital are today on the forefront
of modern medicine In China, a fitting legacy of the early
missionary and Chinese leaders.




Banilr in exact acoosdance with the
origimal sketch shown here, the gateway
provides an impressive entrance o the
CAMps

Both linan and the old Cheeloo campus
have grovwn greatly in recent years and
new construction abounds, We really
necdled an ald alumaos with us whien
wie sed about photographing and
researching the campus buildings. Many
hawe heen consiclerahly and skilliully
— altered, new wings have been added,
hipgred oot unhipped, and nothing
semis 1o 1t the former site plan,

The |||||:.1 ||g|i||]|r|:.-. msl be the much
moclified McCormick Admimistration
Bullding, which originally contained

offices and the university press, The

smaller o we cannot identily,
(Perhaps some of the alumni cand
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Virtually unchanged, except for the
adedition af the ublguitous green plastic
AW the ald Gotch-Raohinson

Theological building.

Fyven the mizsing windowpanes ane
seneral shabliness cannot completely

dhestrow the stately beauty and (RLIRTH TN
tians af this entrance portico,

Bergen Hall has survived remarkably
well, 1 was built a5 a science hall and
was the first classroom butlding
completed on the new campus, [ was
dirvoted 10 Chemistry and Blology while
the matching Mateer Science Hall
apposite was devoted to Physics anc
Physiolopy, They remain classrooms.
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Also unchanged, except tor the addition
of a wall, is the ald Women's Daormi
fory, construgted i the 19205, The
plans for it were recounted, with
enthusiasm in the Cheeloo Weekly
Bulletin of August 1923 1t will b a
two-storey block, almost covering the
taur siches of a square, with a quad
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parchen within, The centre wing will
contam recephion rooms, o lage
Y.WLEA, room, the Reading Room anel,
on the second floor, four Large common
siudics in which the women students
can work during the evening. The north
and soaith wings will contain hedroom
accommodations for sixty sluclents (two
to each roomb, and also a commaodious
suite of ronms for three foreign or
Chinese members of stafl — this suite
having its special entrance, and
Including oifice, sitting room, dining
rocimy, Bathroom, and four Declioms
The whole dormitory will b centrally
heated and lighted with electricity. and
there will be ample bathiubs and
sanitary installations. O the founth side
of the seuare there will be a large dining
raom, pantey and Kilchen, connected
with the corridor on the north wing,, "




There are many more than two to each
o these davs. All of China’s
campuses are overcroweled and living
conditions today for students are much
more spartan, Six students per
ih"rl'lll!ll'q oAt |'| LR LYY Ihl' arm.

The men's dormitories are nob guile as
stark as in the old photograph, taken
when they were newly constructed,
iMote how the trees have BIOwWn. ) The
tour dormilornies were n-'l"l“‘l-'.l'd i
courts, with each cournt designed to have
its own commons building, including a
dining room, social hall, kitchen, and
hathroons,”




There were two residential areas for
facuby members. The Chinese faculty
el s ||r||.'_i||.|||" el inaa ||l'|'||iu|.|l'|:'|
called Follansbee Village in residences
comstructed in the local style. However,
Iy 1heee emiry enties the Chinese faculty

comsisted of many eachers who had
studied abroad. “Iniact, in many cases
thesy hael highor degrees than the

Wisterners had, This changed the
relationship on the campus and Chiness
tesac hers were no longer expectied 1o live
in the nalive "-.|'..'|I' ||_-.|:|'||.'|'|| Ao 11
Fosllanshbee YVillag
stvle howses along with the Western

jesrsannel.”

« ol poowpied foren

The st Tamows Chinese leacher at
Chelon was Professor Shu She-yi, besl
krwen under his pen name Lac She (O1d
Coltapel. He avithored twenty n
nowvels, the maost famous e Bicksha
Ry, which has been translated into
(ERTLY |.||'|_|.:| Ir weas also made into a
popular film vividy degicting the bard
liie of a ricksha puller in old China.




Cin these hwo pages you see examples
of Wiestern=style faculty houses

which were located near the Kumler
Chapel. They still form a small
prortion of the university's faculty
haoesing and are msch sought aftes
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The campus water lower, although in a
state of disrepair, still stands near the
eddpe of the Cheeloo campus. In the
19205 it overlooked significant famine
relief effors undertaken by the
university students and faculty. The
tower was surrounded by a village of
huts of famine refugees housing several
hundred people, who were ted and
piven medical care during the winter
manths.

“Women students mended and remade
discarded clathing for the use of the
refugees, Various fund-raising events
were held to support the reliel effons.
On December 17, 1927, for example,
the students of the Depantment of
Socinlogy seg ured the moving pictune
Erby Pa Chia Jen and had two showings T
in a camps building, selling tickets 1or =
|rl'l1.' cenls ._|||nr! Twenty cents,; all
proceeds going for Gmine reliel”
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The old hospital building was dedicated
in September 1915, Here the facilities
are described by Dr. Harald Balme of
thi English Baprist Mission, who was
tnstrurmeslal inoits founding:

“The hospital’s central block contains
the operating theatres and administrative
offices, with a two-story wing on cach
side containing general wargls,
bathrooms and a few private rooms,..
The cut-pratient |ri5FIg'r15..|r'p Wk ol
separate buillding, containing a large
central waiting room with sears far 250
patients,”

Thawe were also solation facilities on
the top floor and there were a iotal of
110 bedds. Dr. Balme was being modest
when he statedd of the acility: =“This
hospital 15 the most up-to-date in
China,” When a new hospital building
was completed in 1936, the older
hasspital busileing was tumeel over to the
School of Medicine.

Above are the haspital's irrets as they
appear today, remarkably unchanged
from thee 1920's photograph,



The center of the spintual lifee aof this
Christian university was the Kumiler
Semorial Chapel, dedicated with
gussive ceremonies o Juoe 8, 1921
I opened its doors every westekolay
maETing al |'i.,!'|1 o'clock tor a wor ‘I'”f'
service Of bwenty mingtes duration, The
attendance of studenis was voluntary
and varied fromm fiy o elghty percent of

thie stuclent boy

As one Chevloo student wrate of the
chapel: “The Chapel of our Liniversity
standds on the southern part of the
campus. s made of stone The
bty and the extensivencss of it
impress vou a lot, 1f you stand on the
Lo of the tower and look arouncd, all

the Beauties of nature are in your sight
Perhaps you can distimguish whal are
the differences hetween living In sociely
arsed Hwimg in solitude, Inside the chapel
is as bright as oulsicle or there an

ahoit one hundred windows in our

chapel, 1 sa sacred place.”

It is, alas, a sacred place no longer. it
was torm down (o makes reom 1ora

mastlern building
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This lovely window's tracery should
prace the old chapel boust it i actually
one of the windows in the ald hospital
bt lcling




